Annotated List of Social Studies Websites for Manitoba Schools (Gr. 9 – 12)

             NIBBLE Conference, Virden Collegiate, October 26, 2007

      (Prepared by Al Friesen, Social Studies Consultant, Manitoba Education, Citizenship & Youth)
· The Canadian Council for Geographic Education (CCGE); this is the educational arm of the Royal Canadian Geographic Society    http://www.ccge.org/ccge/
- Click on the Resources tab for lesson plans, classroom activities, geography links and other resources

- Lesson plans are set up by theme, grade level, and province or territory, and includes a search tool

- Not all searches will bring results, but you can get a list of all lesson plans for a quick overview

- The CCGE site also has a link Great Canadian Geography Challenge (GeoChallenge tab); see the entry below
- You can join the CCGE to get on their mailing list and receive free teaching lessons and materials, as well as news about professional development opportunities.  Click on the Join Us tab

· The Great Canadian Geography Challenge; this is a project supported by the Royal Canadian Geographic Society (with a variety of sponsors) and implemented by the Canadian Council for Geographic Education
http://www.geochallenge.ca/geochallenge/default.asp
- The Challenge is a national student competition organized by the CCGE for  students from Grades 4 to 10. There are two levels of competition. Level 1 for Grades 4 to 6 is at the school level only. Level 2 for Grades 7 to 10 offers students the opportunity to compete at the provincial and national levels
- The site provide details on the Challenge as well as registration details

- You (and your students) can also try the Quick Quiz and/or the Public Challenge to see how smart you are.
· Canadian Atlas on Line, initiative of the Royal Canadian Geographic Society 


http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/atlas/intro.aspx?lang=En

- This is a detailed electronic atlas of Canada that provides a variety of atlas

   Options

- Explore the Maps allows you to view all or any part of Canada at varying levels

  of details, select a variety of features, zoom in and out, turn layers on and off, 

              do a search for a place, and print the map 


- Explore by Themes allows the user to select from a variety of human and 

              physical themes to access explanations, maps, images, quizzes and videos. 


- The Learning Centre provides a list of lesson plans searchable by theme, grade

level, and province/territory, it includes a variety of topics in physical, human 

and economic geography


- The Games and Quizzes section provides links to crossword puzzles, quizzes,
              and word jumbles on a variety of locations and themes
- cg Kids Atlas opens up a virtual classroom where the user can turn on the
  projector and make selections from items on the screen, or click on the several 
  other objects in the room (including a raccoon and some rocks) for information, 
  images and videos

- Atlas also includes a Gazetteer, Glossary of Terms, and a Discussion Forum
· Statistics Canada (Statcan) Learning Resources, provides support, using Canadian statistics, for teaching and learning in schools
           http://www.statcan.ca/english/edu/index.htm
- Select Teachers for data, reference material, lesson plans and teaching tools

- The Lesson Plans are listed by subject area and indicate grade level

               elementary to secondary

- The Student selection provides ideas, data and information for projects

including features such as community profiles and animated population
pyramids


- The Kid Zone includes Crossword Puzzles, Word Search, Canada Quiz and

              other “fun stuff”.

- The Maps and Geography link provides access to a variety of interactive,

               thematic and reference maps 

· The Atlas of Canada  (formerly known as National Atlas of Canada) is the definitive Canadian electronic atlas                 http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/index.html
- Explore Our Maps provides opportunities to view a great variety of maps under  topics such as Environment, People & Society, Climate Change, History, Topographic Maps and others, all accompanied by an information sheet
- The History maps include a map on Historical Indian Treaties as well as a series of maps depicting the Territorial Evolution of Canada
- The Reference maps section includes labeled and outline maps of Canada and the provinces and territories with a variety of feature options

- The Topographic maps section enables the viewer to drill down to a 1:50,000 scale topographic map of any location in Canada covered by the NTS series

- The Learning Resources sections offers numerous lesson plans on a variety of topics, listed by Theme and General Grade Level or by Province/Territory and Specific Grade Level 
- The Facts About Canada sections provide the user with a detailed information and maps on a variety of Canadian themes 

- The All Resources section lists all the above-mentioned resources, but also includes some new items, such as Map Making and Thematic Modules
· Natural Resources Canada is a federal government site providing information and resources on a variety of topics    http://www.nrcan-rncan.gc.ca/com/index-eng.php 

- Topics, many of these selections provide information and links that will too

advanced for all but some senior students, however, may provide good teacher background information


- Aboriginal Resources, similar detail as Topics mentioned above

- Teachers/Students link takes you to the Natural Resources education home page

  called NRCat’s Scratching Post with several subject area links, a section For 

  Parents and Teachers, and Quizzes and Games
- The Geography, Science and Technology, Nature and the Environment, and
History sections provide links to a wide variety of topics related to natural resources, each with information, images, maps and links – these range considerably in terms of reading and understanding levels from middle years to post-secondary. 

- The Geography pages includes a link to Canadian Landscapes, a large collection
   of images of landscapes and natural features with accompanying descriptions.

- The Science and Technology page includes a line to an interactive site about
   Renewable Energy, it’s only natural. 

- The Nature and Environment section has a link to Space for Species, developed
   by astronaut Bob Thirsk, which includes great teaching ideas and lesson plans in
   the Educators Zone
- The History page includes a link to Sir William Logan with detailed descriptions
  and images of his explorations and climbs

- The For Parents and Teachers page has a variety of links including an animated
   video on Canada’s Metals and Minerals
- The Games and Quizzes page links to numerous fun activities for young and
older children, including a Cat and Mouse Game, Explorer Sub (study of Arctic), 
Start a Mine and others. 

· Historica – a great Canadian history website committed to Canadian history education and to providing or supporting programs and resources that inspire Canadians to explore their history.
     http://www.histori.ca
- The home page has a variety of Quick Links, including to the Canadian
  Encyclopedia, a comprehensive Canadian reference 

- The Teaching and Learning section includes information on Programs (Heritage
   Fairs, Historica Encounters, Professional Development 
- Lesson Plans – featuring the well-known Historica Minutes with accompanying
  lesson plans, a great educational resource for Canadian History at all grades

- The Student Games section features a variety of Games, Quizzes and Puzzles
   including the Canucklehead Quiz
- The History Resources section on History Themes, includes a number of “essays”
   with images and maps on a variety of Canadian themes 
· Parliament of Canada Education – the official site of the Parliament of Canada, contains numerous links including an Education link.

                           http://www.parl.gc.ca/information/about/education/default.htm
 
- Educational Programs and Products contains grade-specific programs, lesson

               Plans, materials and products for you and your students 


- Classroom Resources includes links to a variety of items such as teacher kits,

               group activities, videos and quizzes. 


- Background Resources for Educators lists resources to assist teachers in

              planning their lessons about the House of Commons and the Senate

· Canadian Heritage   

http://www.pch.gc.ca/index_e.cfm
- The Youth tab provides the user access to a variety of educational materials and 

Activity ideas including the Canada Day poster challenge, March 21 Campaign   (elimination of racism day), National Flag Day, Fun and Games and others. 

· The Citizenship & Identity and Diversity and Multiculturalism tabs contain a
variety of links to materials that is suitable as teacher background reading, or for senior grades students.
· CIDA (Canadian International Development Agency) CIDA is the lead agency for Canadian international development assistance around the world 

                      http://www.cida.gc.ca/cidaweb/acdicida.nsf/En/JUD-1181237-MZJ

 - The Youth Zone provides information on how youth can get involved and be a

               more active global citizen and to make a difference in Canada and abroad. 

- The Teacher Zone provides links to a variety of activities, resources and lesson

               plans for early to senior years students 

- The Global Classroom Resource Centre includes educational resources

organized by theme, grade level, province or territory, and professional development activities organized by province or territory


- The Developing World Map shows the latest health, wealth, and education
indicators for the countries of the world. It illustrates the countries in three categories corresponding to their level of human development based on the United Nations Human Development Index. It also provides information on the Millennium Development Goals. This easy-to-use tool was designed with teachers and their students in mind. 
            - The online version of the Developing World Map includes interactive features, 


   links to stories of Canadians working in internationals development, and a series

of 26 Bilingual Lesson Plans to help teachers make use of the map in the    classroom.
· CIA World Fact Book : Yes, this is the Central Intelligence Agency, the CIA World Fact Book is considered to be the most comprehensive and up-to-date collection of information and statistics about countries around the world 
        https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html
· Library and Archives Canada Learning Centre 
http://www.collectionscanada.ca/education/index-e.html

- On this site, teachers and students will find educational tools, and digitized

primary sources (printed documents, diaries, maps, illustrations, paintings, manuscripts, and printed and recorded music) 

- For Teachers tab provides links to Educational Resources (a searchable

   database of teaching resources); Toolkits; and FAQs for Teachers.

· For Students tab provides ideas and information with links to Great Sites, Award-winning Books, and Toolkit.

· The Toolkit tab offers guides that can help improve research skills. They help teachers and students understand how to use primary sources, conduct Internet searches and many other topics.
Note: Teachers may also wish to review the List of Websites to Support the New Curriculum online at:   http://www.edu.gov.mb.ca/k12/cur/socstud/supporting/index.html
             Prepared by: Al Friesen, Social Studies Consultant

       Manitoba Education, Citizenship & Youth

                      al.friesen@gov.mb.ca 
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