
Hello Everyone! 

 

Itõs nice to be back at school after the unexpected ôlong weekendõ! Now that the 09-10 school year is 

five months old we are pretty well at the half way point in the year. We have a busy and exciting last 

five months to look forward to and Iõm sure everyone will work hard to make sure they are the best they 

can be for our students and staff. 

 

I would like to give you a brief progress report on the school goals we set out for this school year: 

Goal 1: We want to improve student learning by increasing student engagement through the use of 

technology across the curriculum. To date we have purchased five new laptops and these are part of a 

portable laptop lab that is available for class use. We have also implemented a technology mentorship 

project in the schoolñMrs. Greig is our technology mentor, and with budget support from the division, 

we have been able to provide professional development time for staff to work with her to infuse tech-

nology into classroom lessons. All teachers have met with Mrs. Greig once and will have two more op-

portunities before June.  

 

Goal 2: Implement the Balanced School Dayñwe have done this. As we discussed last year all stake-

holders will have a chance to be part of the review of the B.S.D. This is the timetable for that process: 

March 24 - staff meeting round table, collect perspectives, put together a summary of our thoughts for 

 the parents. 

March 26 - newsletter goes home confirming the review timetable  

April 7 - parent meeting to review staff information, share opinions, hear and answer  

 questions/concerns. 

April 8 - information leaflet goes home summarizing school perspectives 

April 12-15 - survey period - survey staff, students, parents  

April 16 - collate results, email to Superintendent and staff  

April 19 - share results with Board at the Committee of the Whole  

April 26 - school Board decision 

 May - gain final ministerial approval if the Board approves ongoing implementation.  

 

Goal 3: We want to look at different ways of reporting student learning. Progress ï Mr. Gillingham is on a  
divisional committee working to introduce a standardized divisional report card. R.E.S. teachers are also look-
ing at revitalizing our parent/teacher interview. We have had a few meetings about this and hope to make 
some final decisions fairly soon. One of the things we are discussing is the possibility of having more student 
involvement in the process. 

 

Watch this space for more information as we move ahead! 

 

Have a great month. 

 

David and Staff 

Principalõs Message 

Mark Your Calendars: 

Feb. 5th:   P.D. dayñno school 

Feb. 8th:  Help for Haiti treat 

sale 

Feb. 15th:  Louis  Riel Day 

Feb/March:   I Love T o Read 

activities 

March 1st :   Kindergarten  
changes to  Monday, Wednes-

day and Friday 

March 2nd:   R.E.S. Bonspiel 
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Mr. Kel Smith visited the Grade 2 and 3 classroom on January 19th to give a talk on Alzheimerôs Disease.  
The students learned about the 5 parts of the brain and all of the things that our brain helps us do that 
can be affected by Alzheimerôs.  Mr. Smith also listed 5 ways that are believed to prevent the disease from 
starting.   It was a very informative presentation.  

A few Grade 5 and 6 students have 

been learning some basketball skills 

in preparation for a possible 5/6 

divisional tournament. To say that 

basketball is new for us is probably 

an understatement and we have 

appreciated the expertise being 

shared by Mrs. Vanbeselaere and 

Mrs. Robertson. Thank you!! 

 

Grade 5 and 6 students have already 

brought home information on our upcom-

ing curling season. 

We will be learning some of the basics of 

curling on Thursday, Feb. 4th when Mrs. 

Laurie Campion will lead our curling clinic. 

Intramural curling runs from Feb. 9th 

through till Feb. 25th, with four end 

games being played between 12:50 and 

1:50. 

Our bonspiel is set for Tuesday, March 

2nd. 

Spectators are welcome at all events. 

We will happily accept any do-

nations of curling equipmentñ

sliders and brooms are usually 

in high demand. 

 

Thank you! 
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Grade 2/3 Help for Haiti 

Project  

Sports Shorts  

Have you heard about Grade 2 and 3's upcoming ñHelp for Haitiò project?   While discussing the news of the 
terrible earthquake in Haiti, the class started thinking about what they could do to help and decided on a 
"Treat Sale" to raise money for the Canadian Red Cross.  You will be receiving a note from the Grade 2 and 
3 Communications Committee next week with details of how you can help them raise money for the earth-
quake victims.  The sale is set for Monday, February 8th .  

 

Alzheimerõs Presentation 

Mr. Kel Smith and the Grade 2/3 class. 

Reminder: 
Kindergarten days will change to 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
each week beginning March 1st. 



January 2010 Newsletter  

We were privileged to have Ms. Alli-

son Manning visit the school on 

Wednesday, January 27th. 

Ms. Manning was a torchbearer dur-

ing the Olympic Torch Relay across 

Canada and she brought her torch 

and tracksuit in to show the 5/6 

classes. 

Thanks to Mrs. Greig for organizing 

this unique opportunity. 

We are excited to have 8 new Kinder-

garten students registered for 2010-

2011. 

If you missed the registration time 

last week, or know of someone else 

who may have, itõs not too late to reg-

ister. Just drop by the office between 

9-noon and Mrs. Bertholet will be 

happy to help you register. 

 

We would like to introduce every-

one to Colby (Grade 4) and Taylor 

(Grade 1) Wheelans who have 

joined our school family. 

 

Itõs great to have you at R.E.S. 
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The BATTLE is PROGRESSING 

 

With six weeks into the Battle some of our readers are making great progress getting through the books, some are just getting into 

gear but amazingly we have four students who have read all nine titles!  

Way to go Hailey, Kalli, Dakota and Stephen! 

 

The students were asked to fill out a survey to see what they thought of the Battle so far and here are some of their replies: 

òitõs nice to read something differentó 

òit gets me readingó 

òyou read books you would never take off the shelfó 

òI think there should be harder booksó 

òI think we should have meetingsó 

òsince I love reading I really like thisó 

òwe should do this every yearó 

òvery fun and challengingó 

òIõve got better at readingõ 

òIõm reading moreó 

òwe need to read longer booksó 

And of course not everyone is totally thrilled ... 

òthe books Iõve read are really boringó 

 

We plan to begin having some extra discussion time at recess for those who wish to attend and sometime in early February a special 

activity is being planned.  

 

 

 

 

Our Parent Advisory Council met on Thursday, January 21st. At that meeting it was de-

cided to keep the P.A.C. active, but to set future meeting dates at the call of the chairperson. 

Parent Advisory 

Kindergarten Registration 

Olympic Torch Welcome to R.E.S. 
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Canada 
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Reston Elementary School  

We had an awesome day skiing with the Grade 5 and 6 classes at the Asessippi Ski 

Hill on Friday, Jan. 22nd. The conditions were just about perfect for skiing , as were 

our students. I was exceptionally proud of the way this group of students conducted themselves on the bus, in the lodge and on the 

slopes. You couldnõt ask for a more pleasant bunch of children to take away. One of the things that stood out for me was the way every 

child was included ñit didnõt matter who was waiting at the chairlift  as no-one minded who they rode with or at the top of the slope as 

everyone skied with whomever was around. It was great to see such as high degree of camaraderie and encouragement amongst our 

kids. It was just another reminder of how lucky we are at R.E.S. to work with great kids from great families. 

Iõd also like to thank our chaperones and staff for all their work behind the scenes and on the slopes to make the day a successñTerrina 

Kirkpatrick, Alanna Gervin, Robin Patmore, Mr. and Mrs. Gillander, Mrs. Gray and Mrs. 

Greig. 

 

Ski Trip  

Phone: 204-877-3989 

Email: dgillingham@flbsd.mb.ca 

Website: www.flbsd.mb.ca/res 

Coming sooné 

 

The R.E.S. Winter Olympics!! 

 

Weõll be getting into 2010 in the same way as Canadaõs elite ath-

letesñby challenging ourselves to compete in several exciting and 

fun adapted winter sports. 

The R.E.S. Winter Olympics are being planned and organized  by 

the Grade 5 class. 

R.E.S: A Great Place To Work And Learn  

Weõr
e on

 the
 web

:
 

Www.flbsd.mb.ca/res  


