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I propose a meaningful (at least year long for starters) open public consultation on the following 
matters: 

1. A greater investment in the well-being of unborn children and infants that includes 
guaranteed health care for unborn children and infants that covers nutrition and preven-
tion as well as illness and disease. This investment should also include a television 
channel/social media site devoted to good parenting, with a mandate that these networks 
be a centerpiece in the public service commitment of all broadcast and cable channels. 

2. A multi-disciplinary “tracking” system with frequent “checkpoints” to ensure that 
children and families in need of support don’t disappear and get lost in the system. 

3. A reconceptualization of the school as “full service” community hub, where information 
and access to a myriad of health and social services in addition to education would be 
available. 

4. A reconsideration of when compulsory schooling begins and ends. It is my hope that 
public consultation would embrace the notion of starting compulsory schooling no later 
than age three and ending it no later than the current grade 10, followed by two years of 
community service of some type. 

5. A reconsideration of the school day and calendar, with later age-appropriate daily start 
times and a school calendar with shortened summer breaks and more frequent breaks of 
one-two weeks during the school year. 

6. A stipulation that the school boards be required to expend approximately 10 percent of its 
budgets in support of experimental forms of schooling, with the intentions of enhancing 
understanding and responding to diverse learning needs.  

7. An expanded and enriched curriculum that attends as carefully to the humanities, civics, 
the arts, and physical well-being as it does to language, science, technology and 
mathematics with interdisciplinary studies on matters like environmental protection and 
restoration, and social justice, including TRC reconciliation.  

8. Apportioning and sharing responsibility for assessment of achievement to teacher, 
student and home (caregivers), a sign off feature and plan for advancement at each 
reporting period. 

9. Options for tuition supported advanced vocational and technical schooling following the 
period of community service.  

10. An extended consideration of education from the student’s perspective, encompassing all 
formal, nonformal, and informal opportunities to advance the education of children and 
youth. 



11. Every school should be a public school, regardless of the source of funding meaning that 
private schools and home schoolers would espouse public purposes and the common 
good. 

 
I propose a meaningful (ongoing) open consultation with teachers, administrators, and faculties 
of education on the following matters: 

12. Preparing teachers to foster and model both the intellectual competence, and moral and 
civic sensibilities and responsibilities, of students.** 

13. An internship option in teacher education particularly in under-served communities.  
 
Depending on the status of the provisions in Bill 64: 

14. Replace the regions with voluntary amalgamations to establish school divisions of 
reasonable size (around 4,000 rural, 10,000 urban). 

15. Reinstate elected school boards (5 – 9) with requirement to add appointed representation 
from underrepresented groups along with a maximum indemnity of $10,000/annum. 

16. Reinstate the authority for local taxation on property not to exceed 25% of operating costs, 
and a power equalizing formula for responsiveness to socio-economic differences across 
the province. 

17. Legislate requirement for school superintendents to be school board employees, and that 
they be certified educators with a provincial salary scale and benefits according to size and 
complexity of assignment, such scale to be negotiated with MASS. 

18. Revoke legislation separating principals from the Manitoba Teachers’ Society.  
19. Mandate an annual divisional and provincial accountability report on progress toward the 

above goals, public satisfaction with schooling and an account of new initiatives and 
progress toward predetermined educational goals including inclusion, accessibility and 
Indigeneity. 

20. Re-envision the Ministry of Education as a support and service entity. 
 
 
*Decisions that have a great impact on the everyday lives of citizens ought to be made as close to these citizens as 
possible. Furthermore, these citizens ought to have relatively easy access to the processes of decision making that 
affect them so directly. I fear the alienation and senses of apathy, resentment and resignation that so often 
accompany shifts of power to higher and higher levels of a system of governance. As power and authority shift to 
the upper levels of a system, those who occupy the lower levels often feel much less of a stake in the enterprise. This 
loss of ownership breeds a disinterest in the affairs of governing and, quite often, an unwillingness to take 
responsibility for the consequences of decision making. 

 

**There is . . . a profound and tenuous balance that must be secured in our institutions. They must be malleable 
enough so that good and skillful persons who dream of what is not yet, but might be so, can be set free to decide 
and to act. But our institutions must also be sufficiently resistant to change so that those whose conscience is 
merely technical and limited to skills of managing the political apparatus, but who are rootless in their souls, may 
not do irreparable harm. Rootedness and vision ultimately [are] what [provide] both the only salvation there is of 
those institutions and the only fixed point for the guidance of persons engaged in public policy. [Thomas F. Green, 
The Formation of Conscience in an Age of Technology (Syracuse, New York: The John Dewey Society, Syracuse 
University, 1984), 27–28; emphasis in original] 
 


